
MARKESHA’S WISH
ALL DRESSED UP…AND OFF TO THE 2004
BILLBOARD MUSIC AWARDS!!!

Yearning for glamour, celebrity sightings, and excitement, 13-
year-old Markesha wished to attend the 2004 Billboard Music
Awards. Together with the assistance of the Make-A-Wish
Foundation® of America and Wish Sponsor MasterCard
International, the Make-A-Wish Foundation of Metro St. Louis
worked hard on making Markesha’s fondest wish a reality.

Everything was done to make Markesha’s experience extraordi-
nary, including helping secure military leave for her brother Ricky,
so he could share this special experience with her. Markesha, her
mom, grandmother and brother were picked up by limousine, taken
to the airport, and flown to Las Vegas, where her wish awaited. The
awards ceremony took place at the MGM Garden Grand Arena and
was broadcast on Fox. Decked out in a beautiful pink dress,
Markesha walked the red carpet. She looked so much “the part,”
the press actually thought she was a celebrity! 

Her “superstar” status allowed her the chance to “hob knob” with
her favorite musicians and other pop idols. She had pictures taken
with many celebrities including local rapper Nelly, and 2004
Billboard Music Award winner Fantasia. It was an experience every-
one involved will revisit for many years to come.

HUNTER’S WISH
A POLICE HELICOPTER DELIVERED MY WISH!

Four-year-old Hunter wished to go to Walt Disney World®

Resorts. Committed to making Hunter’s wish joyous and memorable,
Make-A-Wish® Wish Granters arranged for special gifts to be couri-
ered to Hunter every week for the month prior to his departure.

Knowing of Hunter’s growing fascination with helicopters, Wish
Granters invited the St. Louis County Police Air Support Operations
to deliver Hunter’s send-off package – via helicopter! As the heli-
copter circled near Hunter’s home and Hunter was brought outside,

the excitement on his face was priceless. The pilot presented
Hunter with a bag of Disney goodies and then enhanced his expe-
rience even more by having Hunter sit in the helicopter, put on his
helmet, and even place a call over the speaker. Everyone present
that day witnessed Hunter’s true delight – and enjoyed the immeas-
urable joy of a wish come true.

SARAH’S WISH
THAT’S SOME PIANO!

Two years ago, Wish Teen Sarah was diagnosed with kidney fail-
ure. She was told she would have to endure dialysis treatments
three days per week, four hours per treatment. Because of her
sickness, Sarah was forced to drop out of sports and missed many
social events with her friends. The only activity that she was able
to continue and brought her happiness was playing the piano. 

“The piano I had before had chipped keys that cut my hands
when I played,” says Sarah. 

So it wasn’t hard for Sarah to decide on a Yamaha Disklavier
Grand Piano for her wish request. The Make-A-Wish Foundation®

partnered with Yamaha Cares to grant Sarah’s wish. Sarah not only
received this beautifully constructed piano but Yamaha Piano
Division representative George Litterst made a special trip to
Sarah’s house for a day-long piano lesson, presenting her with a
special surprise on top of everything else - an autographed CD of
Grammy® Award-winning musician Elton John.

Sarah was thrilled about her new piano and all its exciting
features. She immediately began thinking of ways she could
brighten others lives with her new gift. “I could record my students
when they start taking lessons, and after a couple of months, I
could put in the diskette of when they were beginners, and they
would be able to really see how much they had improved. I think
this would be a great way to give them confidence that they were
learning,” says Sarah. 

Today, Sarah enjoys sharing her talents with others with her
amazing wish come true.
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The Make-A-Wish Foundation® is a non-profit organ-
ization that grants wishes to children with life-threat-
ening medical conditions to enrich the human expe-
rience with hope, strength and joy. We have 75 chap-
ters in the U.S and 27 international affiliates.
Over 143,000 wishes have been granted.

The Foundation was founded in 1980 in Phoenix,
Arizona. A small group of people helped a very ill
little boy named Chris achieve his wish – to be a state
trooper for a day. Now, over 25,000 volunteers help
make thousands of wishes come true each year.

The first local wish was granted in 1986; the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation® of Metro St. Louis received
chapter status in 1990. We serve 48 counties in
eastern Missouri and southern Illinois and have
granted over 1,700 wishes to local children.

Wishes fall into four categories. I wish to go . . . 
I wish to meet . . . I wish to have . . . and I wish to be . . .
The most popular wish is for a trip to Disney World.
Other popular wishes include shopping sprees,
computers and trips to Hawaii.

To the degree possible, the Foundation encourages
family members to be a part of the wish experience,
knowing that parents and siblings, like the wish child,
need a respite from the stress of the illness at hand. 

Throughout the year, our chapter provides Wish
Children and their families with Special Moments.
These are moments in addition to children’s wishes

that complement the organization’s mission and
help our youngsters “remember to be kids
again.

The average cash and in-kind cost of a wish
for our chapter is $6,500. The FY2004 expense
budget is $1,618,163.

Dedicated to the chapter philosophy to be an
organization that is in the community, for the
community and through the community, funds
raised in our area remain in our community to

grant wishes to local children.

In the past four years, the Metro St. Louis
chapter has granted on average 186 wishes
annually. We are one of only a handful of chap-

ters that has its own wish home.  In addition, our
chapter has a Program Center in Collinsville, Ill. 

The Foundation has a variety of donor
programs including Sponsor of all
Seasons, Adopt-A-Wish®, Community
Campaigns, Kids for Wish Kids®,
planned giving and a full events menu.

The Make-A-Wish Foundation relies
heavily on its volunteers. Chapter-wide, our corps is
450 strong and always looking for new members to
join its rank.

The Make-A-Wish Foundation does not engage in
residential telemarketing or door-to-door solicitations.

To qualify for a wish, children and/or their parents,
guardians, or associated medical professionals, can
make a wish referral by contacting our offices. The
life-threatening nature of the child’s illness/condition
must be confirmed by the child’s doctor before a
wish can be granted. Children may qualify for a wish
between the ages of 2 1/2 to 18.

For more information or to learn more about 
the Make-A-Wish Foundation® of Metro St. Louis, call 
or write us. Contact informa-
tion may be found on
the next page.

fact she etfact she et



OFFICES/SERVICE AREA
HEADQUARTERS
Make-A-Wish Foundation® of Metro St. Louis

1324 N. Rock Hill Rd.
St. Louis, MO 63124
Phone (314) 918-WISH (9474)

(800) 548-5058
Fax (314) 918-8690
Email info@stlouis.wish.org
Web site: www.stlouis.wish.org

Southern Illinois Program Center
100 E. Clay Street, Ste. 201
Collinsville, IL 62234
Phone (618) 343-9682

(800) 548-5058
Fax (618) 345-7266
Email info@stlouis.wish.org
Web site www.stlouis.wish.org

The Make-A-Wish Foundation® of Metro St. Louis serves
48 counties in southern Illinois and eastern Missouri.

Counties that are served by our chapter include:

wishes
Number of Wishes Granted Locally: 1,700+

Types of Wishes
Disney Resorts Gifts/Shopping Sprees
Computers Other Travel
Celebrity Meetings Swimming Pools
Entertainment Centers Chapter figures are based on FY2004.

DO’S AND DON’TS
DO

We fulfill the wishes of medically-qualified children. 
We begin the wish process as soon as a Wish Referral

is made.
We remember and remain sensitive to the fact that

each member of the family is impacted by a Wish Child’s
illness and include the family in the wish experience.

Both before and after a Wish experience, we invite 
Wish Children and their families to participate in Special
Moments, events that are in addition to a child’s wish and
which complement our mission of enriching the human
experience with hope, strength and joy.

Funds raised in the community stay in the community to
make wishes come true for local children.

DON’TS
The children that we serve have life-threatening

illnesses or conditions. We do not use the words “dying”
or “terminal.” Our wishes are about bringing hope,
strength and joy to our Wish Children, inspiring recovery
of emotional, spiritual and sometimes physical health.

We do not solicit residential homes through use of tele-
marketers and/or door-to-door solicitations. In addition,
we do not solicit gifts via the internet.

Suspicious Fundraising Activities
We encourage the community to call us to verify the

legitimacy of any fundraising event and/or solicitor. 
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Volunteers are an integral part of fulfilling wishes.
Whether you choose to get involved as a Wish
Granter, a speaker, office volunteer, etc.,
your time and energy can help mend broken
hearts and heal broken spirits.

OPPORTUNITIES
Wish Granters

With each wish, two volunteers are assigned as
a “Wish team.” Wish Granters meet with the family,
determine the true wish of the child, and act as a liai-
son to the Foundation staff during the wish process.
It is especially important that our chapter secure
Wish Granters in each of its 48 counties.

Speakers – Share the Make-A-Wish® Story
Make-A-Wish receives a tremendous amount of

requests each year for speakers. Because those
making the requests have diverse needs, presenta-
tions may be anywhere from five minutes to one
hour in length and be given to school groups, corpo-
rations, community groups, etc. It’s a great way to
Share the Power of a Wish®.

Office Support
Make-A-Wish relies heavily on its office support

volunteers. From mailings to special projects, there
is a place and need for your help.

Special Events Assists
Special Events fall into two categories at Make-A-

Wish: events for our Wish Children, called Special
Moments, and events to raise funds for wishes.

For our Wish Children, we host Special Moments,
events that complement our mission of enriching the
human experience with hope, strength and joy.
Special Moments provide an opportunity for Wish
Kids to come together and remember to “be kids”

again. From year to year, Special
Moments may include Carnival of
Wishes, an end-of-year Holiday
Party, hospital parties, or special
outings. Volunteers are needed to
plan, coordinate and implement
many of these events.

Our chapter locally coordinates
several fundraisers each year including

a Missouri Golf Classic, a southern Illinois Golf
Tournament, and a dinner auction. In addition,
community members host fundraisers donating
proceeds to the Foundation. Volunteers are needed
for a variety of purposes. From soliciting auction
items to helping the day of the event, you can help us
meet our goals.

VOLUNTEER REQUIREMENTS
• Volunteers are an integral part of fulfilling wishes.

Volunteers must agree to abide by the policies and
procedures of the Make-A-Wish Foundation of
Metro St. Louis.

• Wish volunteers must be 21 years of age or older.
• Volunteers must complete an application and

obtain the appropriate state criminal history back-
ground check. Forms are provided by the
Foundation. A minimal charge for the background
check is requested.

• New volunteers must attend a one-on-one interview
and an orientation with the Volunteer Coordinator.

• Those wishing to volunteer as Wish Granters 
must volunteer in other areas for a minimum 
of three months and are required to attend addi-
tional training.

• Speakers are required to attend a Speakers’
Bureau training, with some exceptions due to
experience.
To volunteer, please call (800) 548-5058.
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CONTRIBUTIONS
Consider making a financial contribution to the

Make-A-Wish Foundation of Metro St. Louis. Call (800)
548-5058. An overview of fund raising efforts include:

Adopt-A-Wish®

You can play an integral part in the life of a Wish
Child and his/her family by adopting a wish. Typical
wish adoptions range between $2,500-$5,000.

Stories of Light®

Involve yourself in the best thing going in town . . .
the Make-A-Wish Stories of Light® Campaign.
Whether you are a business owner willing to sponsor
campaign PSAs or an individual with a little “I’m 
so grateful for the health of my children” cash in 
your pocket, every contribution goes towards 
helping  wishes come true. The campaign runs from
September 1 - January 1 and a separate summer
campaign also takes place.

Sponsorship Events & Sponsors for All
Seasons

Each year, the Metro St. Louis Chapter hosts its
own fundraisers including a Missouri Golf
Tournament, a southern Illinois Golf Tournament and
a Wish Gala. Consider recruiting your corporation,
business, or organization to sponsor an event or
purchase a table and/or attend the event and show
your support.

Want to make a triply rich commitment to the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation while maximizing your
giving dollars? Consider becoming a Sponsor for All
Seasons by participating in 3-4 activities at the
sponsorship level. Extensive recognition, along with
a cost break, is provided.

External Fundraising Events
From hosting bowl-a-thons to car washes, and

nearly everything in between, the outside community
sets forth its commitment to our Wish children 
by raising funds to grant their fondest dreams. 
They coordinate all efforts and graciously award 
the Foundation with a check to ensure wishes 
come true.

Wish Mobile
Thinking about getting a new vehicle? Consider

donating your old car/van/truck/boat to the Make-A-
Wish Foundation. With the monies earned from
auction proceeds, several wishes come true.

Kids for Wish Kids® and 
Wishmaker®s on Campus 

These programs are geared to increase the sensi-
tivity and understanding of school-aged students to
our Wish Children while establishing an early interest
in philanthropy and voluntarism. Kids for Wish Kids®

is geared to children from pre-school years through
high school. A program for college students,
Wishmaker®s on Campus, is also available. 

Tributes & Memorial Gifts
A donation to the Make-A-Wish Foundation is the

perfect way to commemorate birthdays or anniver-
saries, celebrate births or remember a recently
deceased friend or relative. Written acknowledge-
ment will be sent to the designated party for gifts of
$10 or more.

Matching Gifts
Hundreds of companies provide matching gifts on

behalf of their employees. To see if yours is one of
them, we encourage you to call your human
resource department.

Combined Federal Campaign
Federal government employees are encouraged to

contribute through the Combined Federal Campaign
(CFC). Look for the Make-A-Wish Foundation of Metro
St. Louis in your booklet or call the Make-A-Wish
offices for the designation code.

Planned Giving
Remembering the Make-A-Wish Foundation of

Metro St. Louis in your will is a way that you can help
make wishes to local children keep coming true.
Contact us at 800-548-5058 for more information.
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President
Sandra G. Lehrer

Program Services Coordinator
Ellen Wheeler

Wish Coordinator
Robin Angelo – IL
Betty Tracy – MO

Controller
Dianne Brncic

Data Manager
Dirk Dierkhising

Volunteer Coordinator
Katie Hanson

Receptionist 
Becky Lane

Special Events Supervisor
Joseph Miller

Communications Coordinator
Wendy Schneider

Fundraising Coordinators 
Lea Ann Friga
Jeanne Wojcieszak

chapter staff/board/Corporate Development Boardchapter staff/board/Corporate Development Board

CORPORATE DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MAKE-A-WISH FOUNDATION® OF METRO ST. LOUIS STAFF

METRO ST. LOUIS ADVISORY BOARD 

Barbara Agatstein Wee Ones
George Bailey General Motors
Scott Bensinger Plaza Financial Group, Inc.
Suzanne Blicharski Aramark
Joe Buck KMOX Radio 
William Corrigan Armstrong Teasdale LLP
Andrew Davidson KPMG
Bill Decker Community Volunteer
Daniel Francis St. Louis Pre-Sort
Paul Greenland General Motors
Mark Hadfield ELCO Chevrolet
Missy Hill Westaff
Jerry Hjelle Monsanto

Jay Howe Jerome Howe, Inc.
Jill Hummell United Health Care
Richards Jensen The Private Bank
Robert Jones R.T. Jones Capital Equities
John Kirkham Kirkham Aviation
Jack Klobnak Community Volunteer
Matina Koronis Digital Partners Incorporated
Kurt Leinauer Lohr Distribution Co., Inc.
Christopher McDonough Aramark
Brian McGovern McCarthy, Leonard, Kaemmerer, 

Owen, Striler and McGovern LC
Ron Mercer General Motors
Kevin Nussbaum CBIZ
Bob O’Brien O’Brien Corporation

Richard Petrofsky RBG & Co.
Mark Ratterman Domino’s Pizza – 

Metro St. Louis
Elizabeth Russell Pine Valley Spring 

Water Co.
Paul Sforza Bearing Point
Tim Sims Charter Communications
Mike Sindelar Pricewaterhouse 

Coopers LLP
Sid Trojahn Trojahn Plumbing
Charles Voelkel Semco Plastic Co., Inc.
William Zielonko Midwest BankCentre

CHAIR
Mike Conley, Conley Taiclet Insurance Group

Chair Mark Hadfield ELCO Chevrolet
Vice Chair Fred Thal Feature Group U.S.A.
Secretary Ann Ficken Edward Jones
Treasurer W. Lee Capps Kellwood Co.

William Bishop The Western Group
Bob Browne Cedar Creek Consulting
Joyce Capshaw Carmody, MacDonald, Hilton
Joseph Castellano Anheuser-Busch Companies
Richard Cohen May Department Stores
Mary DeHahn Kupper Parker Communications

Barry Erdos Build-A-Bear Workshop, Inc.
Jay Howe Jerome Howe, Inc.
Karl Kloster McCarthy Building Companies
Steve LeResche Ascension Health
Marilyn Lustgarten The Star Makers Group
Vanessa Mattingly U.S. Bank
Keith McDonald Citigroup
Cheryl McGinnis Famous-Barr
Lois Miller MasterCard International
Dean Mutter Emmis Communications – 

St. Louis

Charles Redd Sonnenschein, 
Nath & Rosenthal, LLC

Don Roberts Mississippi Lime Co.
David Ross Barnes-Jewish 

St. Peters Hospital
R.J. (Dick) Schul Emerson Climate Technologies
Ronald Saverin WenAmerica LLC
Molly Sansone MADI
Timothy Sims Charter Communications
Bob Ventimiglia UMB Bank
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Mike Balek Mr. B’s Pool Center
Robert A. Bergamini, M.D. Physician
Marty Hendin St. Louis Cardinals
Russell Hornsby Trendmasters
Christy James Ladue News

Judith Jones Community Volunteer
Marci Moran The Kurt Warner ‘First 

Things First’ Fdtn.
Cora Orphe, M.D. Physician
Ted Pashos Community Volunteer

Larry Ploesser Data Driven Marketing 
Communications

Elizabeth Russell Pine Valley Spring,
Water, Co



Estate Planning Board/Southern Illinois
Advisory Council/Friends Committee

Estate Planning Board/Southern Illinois
Advisory Council/Friends Committee

FRIENDS’ COMMITTEE

ESTATE PLANNING BOARD

ILLINOIS ADVISORY COUNCIL
CHAIR

Sharon Staley, Regions Bank

CO-CHAIRS
Joyce Capshaw & Molly Sansone 

CHAIR
Charles A. Redd, Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal LLP

Bill Ayers Mississippi Lime Company

Kevin Bontemps Lanter Delivery Systems

Ron Capek Korte Company

Andrew Davidson KPMG

Steve Dorsey Piedmont Development

Norma Glazebrook Community Volunteer

John Graney Community Volunteer

Mark Harms SCI Engineering, Inc.

Steve Reuther Reuther Ford

Ron Wise Weyerhauser

Lorraine K. Cavataio Mathis, Marifian, Richter & Grandy, Ltd.

T. Jack Challis Polsinelli, Shalton, Welte, Suelthaus, PC

Jayne D. Corley The Corley Law Firm, PC

Stephen E. Cupples Thompson Coburn LLP

Christopher E. Erblich Husch & Eppenberger LLP

Donald L. Esstman Rubin, Brown, Gornstein & Co., LLP

John Gatewood The Gatewood Group

Jonathan W. Igoe Armstrong Teasdale LLP

Thomas J. Keeline Deloitte & Touche LLP

Stephen A. Mace Centurion Alliance, Inc.

Jaime R. Mendez Lewis, Rice, Fingersh, LC

Anthony D. O’Connor, Esq. Southwest Bank

Edward F. Reilly Muhm & Reilly LLC

Ronald E. Rucker Carmody MacDonald PC

Kathleen R. Sherby Bryan Cave LLP

Michael W. Weisbrod Fifth Third Bank Investment Advisors

Raelynn Chase 

Debbie Dierdorf

Jane Higgins

Missy Hill

Loretta Kuss


